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The chemicals 
can make the 
plastic stronger. 
Some make it 
stretchy. Others 
change its color. 
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Some plastic can be 
recycled. Machines 
break It into pieces. 
Ovens melt the 
pieces. The pieces are 
made into beads. The 
beads are used to 
make other things. 


Throwing away plastic 
can hurt the earth. An 
artist from Brazil 
made sculptures. They 
looked like big plastic 
bottles. He put them 
by ariver. They 
reminded people to 
recycle. 
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This takes a long time. 
Plastic bags can take 
20 years to break down. 


Plastic bottles 
take 450 years 
to break down. 
Reusing plastic 
is better for the 
earth. 
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Key 
Stats 


People in the United States use 
more than 100 billion plastic bags 
each year. 


Plastic is light. It is often used to 
hold food or drinks. 


Less than 0.25 pounds (0.11 kg) of 
plastic can hold a gallon of milk. 


Plastic is also used to make 
electronic devices, machine parts, 
and appliances. 


Glossary 


landfill - a place where trash is 
buried between layers of dirt. 


mold - a hollow form used to shape 
something. 


recycled - used again or used to 
make something new. 


resins - pellets or powder made by 
joining many molecules together. 


sculpture - an art form (such as a 
statue) that is three-dimensional, 
not flat. 
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